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Vision Statement
CASSA is the summer school for the arts!

CASSA is a committed self-sufÞcient organization. 
To ensure the availability of its year-round innova -
tive and exceptional programs, CASSA 
continually implements dynamic funding 
strategies, acknowledges its supporters 
and satisÞes the needs of the community. 

Sweet Sixteen
2009: The Sixteenth Anniversary

Janice Dahlberg
Vice President, Secretary & 
Assistant Artistic Director 

CASS is going on seventeen! Each summer 
brings the musical arts community to -
gether for some of the best creative educa-
tion in Calgary. The summer riches include 
musical theatre, orchestra, jazz, literature, 
art, solo and ensemble performances for 
string players and pianists, and introduc -
tory classes in the arts for pre-school chil-
dren. There are professional development 
workshops for piano and theory teachers. 
An August recital has become a tradition.

Musical Theatre Showtime opened the 2009 sum-
mer season with When in RomeÉ at Central Memo-
rial High School. The teamwork and camaraderie 
among the participants was incredible. The scene 
then shifted to St. VladimirÕs Cultural Centre for 
many of the summer programs: CASS-Amici String 
Camp, Adult Piano Camp, Piano Camp, PlayWrit -

ing Camp, and Music Drama Movement & Art 
Camp. Steinway Hall, at Irene Besse Keyboards, was 
where Music Theory Workshop, the CASS Recital, 
and Piano Pedagogy Workshop happened. New 
friends were made and old acquaintances were 
revived.

Two new programs were added to CASSA in 2009. 
Jazz Connection held its very upbeat instrumental 
camp at Bishop Carroll High School. Musicians 
gathered daily to explore improvisation, composi -
tion, jazz style and ensemble playing. Improv 
Camp, at St. VladimirÕs, offered a dramatic chal-
lenge for students to create and perform short skits 
in four days.

The annual success of all of the camps, workshops, 
productions, and concerts is due to the commitment 
and expertise of the performing and teaching staff. 
In addition to the accomplished and gifted teachers, 
the dedicated Board of Directors meets several times 
each year to guide us through the business of run-

ning the many 
programs. The 
administration 
team is an in-
novative and 
i n v a l u a b l e 
group of Òdo-
ers.Ó Strong, 
positive admin -
istrative leader-
ship keeps 
things happen-
ing year after 
year. CASSA 
Þnds the best 
clinicians, re-
citalists and 
fresh talent to 
contribute to 
the Calgary 
summer arts 
scene. 

St. JohnÕs Music 
supplied pianos and keyboards for Musical Theatre 
Showtime and for all of the programs held at St. 
VladimirÕs Cultural Centre. Our gratitude extends 
to community support from the many donors at all 
levels who recognize the value of arts education. 
The creative arts need more than passion. Funding 
is vital and your ongoing dedication to our pro -
grams is essential. Thank you.
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The PresidentÕs Bench
Linda Kundert-Stoll
President &Artistic Director

Dave Weinbaum, a businessman, writer and stand-
up comic said, ÒIf you canÕt excel with talent, tri-
umph with effort.Ó All of the Calgary Arts Summer 
School programs have talented participants. Push-
ing that talent to higher levels of understanding 
and accomplishment is what CASS is all about. Our 
performances and educational opportunities are 
second to none, due to the efforts of many. On be-
half of the CASSA Board of Directors, thank you to 
all who donate to, volunteer at, attend, teach, and 
enjoy our programs and performances.

Maya Angelou, an American Poet said, ÒAll great 
achievements require time.Ó 2009 had its challenges; 
funding and enrolment was down, and administra -
tion costs increased. On the other hand, the new 
teachers and assistants jumped in whole-heartedly 
and were hugely successful, even though they had 
big shoes to Þll. They were Dayna Duman, Erin 
Field, Katrina Thompson Fost, Jacklyn Luff, Allison 
Wandler, Andrea Poon and Erika Gundesen. Gifts-
in-Kind donations keep us going; a special thank 
you goes to our largest donor, St. JohnÕs Music. 

Although there was a steep learning curve for each 
new member of the administration team, we are 
now working with a very committed and capable 
group. They are Priscilla King, Executive Adminis -
trator; Katrina Thompson Fost, Resource Develop-
ment Administrator; Alicia Romero, Publications 
Coordinator; Rob Whitworth, volunteer Newsletter 
and Webmaster; and our newest member, Roberta 
Romero-Lopez, Communications Coordinator. A 
big thank you goes to each one. We also thank Jay-
Arnel Arca, Rhona-Mae Arca, Margaret Brentnall, 
and Sheryl King-Reimer for their help during this 
transitional year.

What is NEW for 2010? CASSA is once again pro-
moting its own talented artist/teachers by commis -
sioning another new musical for Musical Theatre 
Showtime . The premiere of You Suck!!! A VampireÕs 
Tale of Conformity , script and lyrics by Ken Mor -
gan and Darren Dyck, and music by Derek Stoll, 
will premiere on July 14, 2010. Consider taking a 
role from the cast in this zany play about accepting 
new people into our livesÐincluding Òa vampire?Ó 
Congratulations to Director Darren Dyck, and his 
team for an amazing production of When in RomeÉ 
Congratulations, also, to recently retired teachers, 
Ken Morgan and Trevor Waters. CASSA looks for-
ward to their participation in the 2010 premiere.

Our newest camp, the Choral & Collaborative 
Music Making Camp (CCMMC)  is for vocalists 
and pianists. Singers will enjoy choir, small ensem-
ble, and solo opportunities. Pianists interested in 
chamber music (choir, voice and strings), will also 
experience lead sheets, and piano duet choreogra-
phy. A 10% discount on CCMMC is offered to pian -

ists who are also registered in Piano Camp, Adult 
Piano Camp or Jazz Connection. Thanks to Eileen 
Craig (collaborative music) and Derek Stoll (choral) 
for their ideas and direction in establishing this new 
camp. 

One of the greatest opportunities for CASSA was 
given to us this fall, as ActionCOACH Internation -
al ª  chose CASSA as one of its charitable organiza-
tions for their worldwide, Coaching for a Cause 
program. Business 
coach, Cheryl Dyck, 
who was introduced 
to us through the 
Rozsa Foundation, 
has been donating 
her time and exper-
tise to CASSA for 
six months. Cheryl 
has already been a 
great help, improv -
ing administration 
team systems, and 
along with Alicia 
Romero, has guided 
us through strategic 
planning, and is 
helping us with 
marketing and 
fund-raising. 

Watch for a fun 
page on the web site 
this spring featuring 
news of former 
campers, teachers 
and assistants 
called, ÒCASS 
WhoÕs WhoÐWhere 
are they now?Ó 
Thank you Cheryl!

We will continue to 
offer the full roster 
of camps that began 
in 2009. Please note 
the ÒearlierÓ Early 
Bird deadlines be-
cause there are sub-
stantial savings to 
be had for early 
registration. For the 
Þrst time, we are 
offering a 10% savings 
for families with multiple (three or more) members 
attending, or those with multiple camp (three or 
more) registrations. Online registration is now 
available with payment through PayPal. CASSA 
continues with progress.

Jazz Connection was a great addition to CASSA. 
Participants were very pleased, and the instructors 
treated us to an outstanding noon-hour concert. 
This workshop is unique in that it offers jazz study 
to all instrumentalists, aged twelve to adult. Thank 
you to Director Derek Stoll for a great workshop.

The new Improv Camp  was extremely entertaining 
and imaginative. Students, aged seven to twelve, 
wrote and presented fun-Þlled skits daily. This was 
an excellent innovation by Director Simon Rose. We 
hope to Þll the morning and afternoon classes this 
year; please tell your friends about us.

I personally participated in the Adult Piano Camp  
and was excited to become a student 

again for three days. It was a thrill to 
study with all of our brilliant musi -
cians, and be part of such a congenial 
group of pianists. Thanks to Nancie 
Redekop, who was a good sport, and 
agreed to be my duo partner at the 
last minute. I loved the experience 
and would highly recommend it to 
all adult music lovers. Special thanks 
go to volunteer string players Eliza -
bet Rajchel, Osmond Chiu and Eliza-
beth Munson for their participation 
in this program.

Please note that the CASS-Amici 
String Camp will only be offered for 
one week this summer. All programs, 
including the Junior Program and the 
Introduction To The Violin will run as 
a one-week program. Sign up early, 
as space is limited. The Amici String 
Program will produce their own 
teenage camp at the same time as the 
new CASSA Choral & Collaborative 
Music Making Camp, and some 
cross-over of participants is planned 
between the two camps. Thank you 
to Director Fiona Carnie for running 
excellent string camps. 

For the Þrst time, CASSA offered its 
participants the opportunity to pur -
chase pictures taken by professional 
photographer Allan Powell of 
www.tiramisuphotography.com . It is 
wonderful to have such great pic -
tures of our children and of us doing 
something we love! 25% of each sale 
goes to CASSA. You can view the 
pictures online but you must contact 
us for the login information.

The CASS Recital at Irene Besse 
Keyboards was highlighted with greetings from 
donor representatives from the Alberta Government 
and the Rozsa Foundation. We welcomed back our 
dear friend Robin Harrison and his duet partner 
Rachel Anderson and we were treated to a wonder-
ful evening of music.
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The Choral  & Collaborative Music Making Camp 
(CCMMC) will  have an emphasis on choral work 
and accompanying.

Summer School 
Dates for 2010

Please see the website for any updates to 
this information and for details about the 
camps. Camp Early Rird registration 
is May 15th; Music Theory Workshop 
and Piano Pedagogy Workshop Early 
Bird deadline is June 15th.

Musical Theatre Showtime: 
July 7, 8, 9, 12, 13 & 14

CASS-Amici String Camp: 
July 19 - 23

Choral & Collaborative Music 
Making Camp: July 26 - 30

Adult Piano Camp: August 2 - 4

Improv Camp: August 3 - 6

Music Theory Workshop: August 4

CASS Recital: August 4

Piano Pedagogy Workshop: 
August 5 & 6

Piano Camp: August 9 - 13 

Jazz Connection: August 9 - 13

Music, Drama, Movement & Art 
Camp: August 16 - 20

PlayWriting Camp: August 16 - 20

http://www.tirimisuphotography.com
http://www.tirimisuphotography.com


The two were also our esteemed clinicians for the 
Adult Piano Camp and the Piano Camp. Thank 
you to both of them for putting their hearts and 
efforts into surviving the busy schedules. The stu -
dents appreciated the beautiful music and informa -
tive life stories of this pair of professional musi -
cians. 

Thank you also, to Eileen Craig for establishing a 
new Piano Camp scholarship for two younger 
campers of outstanding merit.

The 2010 CASS Recital, Adult Piano Camp, Piano 
Pedagogy Workshop, and Piano Camp will feature 
CASSA piano teacher and former clinician, Joseph 
Fridman from Edmonton, and his former pedagogy 
teacher, Dr. Faina Bryanskaya who is from the 
Longy School of Music in Boston. This amazing pair 
will bring a taste of Russia to Calgary this summer. 
The featured composers for the Piano Camp are 
Bach and ProkoÞev.

The Music, Drama, Movement & Art Camp 
(MDMA) and PlayWriting Camp  (PW) still offer 
half and full-day programs. The theme for 2010 is 
Outer Space. This past summer, the energy of the 
teachers and the campers resulted in a wonderful 
Friday open house day. Parents observed the stu-
dents in their classes, and also watched the per-
formance of the plays that were written by the PW 
students. For the Þrst time, all of the MDMA and 
PW students learned a song and performed to-
gether at the end of the play, bringing the week to a 
successful close. We wish Nancie Redekop all the 
best as she takes on a lighter teaching role at 
CASSA. She has been a superb teacher at MDMA 
for the past ten years. 

The Piano Pedagogy Workshop  was very interest-
ing. Paul and Dr. Sara Sheftel shared their expertise 
about the use of electronic wizardry and psychol -
ogy, as applied to music and musicians. Both were 
equally interesting and were much appreciated by 
all who shared the two days with this most unique, 
caring couple. 

The Music Theory Workshop  has now become a 
full CASSA program, as the Music Theory Network 
has disbanded. Former President, Po Yeh, has done 
so much for music in the city of Calgary. It was 
through her insights and wishes that CASSA ended 
up producing the CASS Recital, the CASS-Amici 
String Camp and now the Music Theory Workshop. 
The clinician this summer will be Barbara Mackin.

Once again, thank you to all of you for giving 
CASSA the chance to grow. We look forward to 
your continued participation, and please continue 
to tell your friends about us. We offer a high quality 
educational, and fun experience to the community. 
As half of the cost of each camp is paid for through 
donation and gifts-in kind, we ask that you con -
tinue to support usÐby donating, or attending. Do it 
now!

New Musical in 2010!
Ken Morgan
Artist and MTS Script Writer

This year's Musical Theatre Showtime production at 
CASS is entitled You Suck!!! A Vampire's Tale of 
Conformity ;!book & lyrics by Ken Morgan & Darren 
Dyck, music by Derek Stoll. The school year in 
small !town Moose Falls has just begun when some 
unusual new !students arriveÐpolitical refugees from 
a small country in Eastern!Europe. They are greeted 
with suspicion, which only increases as !strange, 
inexplicable things begin to occur, with hilarious 
results. ! Who are these pale, black-clad strangers 
who seem to have supernatural!powers? Some stu-
dents welcome them, while others remain hostile, as 
a!crisis is about to happen, which tests the powers of 
everyone. Take!a light-hearted look at the troubles 
of a teen-age vampire and his!supernatural side-
kicks as they confront the scariest of all crea-
tionsÑthe North American teenager.

CASS-Amici String 
Camp
Fiona Carnie
Director

The CASS-Amici String Camp 2009 was a great 
success with over 100 students in attendance. High-
lights of the Þnal recital ranged from the Introduc -
tion To The Violin participants playing Pop goes the 
Weasel, to a performance of BeethovenÕs String Quar-
tet Op. 18, No. 1. Under the direction of Jeff Plotnick, 
the orchestras were outstanding as always and the 
atmosphere at the Þnal concerts was electric.

During the week, students participated in technique 
classes, master classes, chamber music and orchestra 
rehearsals. They were also led in a number of recrea-
tional activities by camp assistants Andrea Poon and 
Osmond Chiu, in addition to having the opportu -
nity to do Þddle classes with well known local Þd -
dler Ben Plotnick.

In 2010 the CASS-Amici camp will run for one week 
only, from July 19 - 23, 2010. This week of camp was 
completely sold out in 2009 so get your registrations 
in early. We will have the same fabulous faculty and 
have already planned some exciting repertoire for 
our young musicians.

Thanks Nancie!
In 2010 Nancie Redekop is taking on a lighter role so she 
can pursue other interests. We asked her for a few 
thoughts about her time with CASSA and MDMA. 

Throughout the many years IÕve been involved with 
CASSA, IÕve seen the development of a group of 
world-class camps and workshops. All this has oc-
curred under the guidance of Linda Kundert-Stoll 

and the CASSA Board of Directors, the teachers and 
volunteers.

August 1995 was my Þrst Pedagogy Workshop and 
each year since has been a great, educationally di-
verse learning experience. My involvement in 
MDMA Camp began in 1997 and we have since 
continued reÞning and looking for innovative ways 
to present music to four- to twelve-year-olds in a 
fun atmosphere. In addition to me, our team for 
2009 consisted of Michelle Taylor, and Katrina 
Thompson Fost, who brought her considerable mu-
sical skills and playfulness to the older age groups 
(and to me). I was able to provide some extra Òone-
on-oneÓ enrichment time for the ÒexperiencedÓ 
campers. 

The icing on the cake this year for me was attending 
Adult Piano CampÑas a camper! We all prepared a 
solo piece and ensemble piece and worked with 
four teachers over three days. It was exciting, tiring 
and inspiring to be with fellow musicians and IÕd 
love to do it again!

Making Music in 
Summer 2009Ñ
MDMA and PlayWrit -
ing Camps
Katrina Thompson Fost
Resource Development Administrator

Hello MDMA and PlayWriting campers, teachers 
and volunteers! I canÕt believe itÕs been six months 
since our week of Þne arts fun! This year was my 
Þrst time as the music teacher at our camps. I 
worked with our MDMA campers in their music 
and keyboard class, and I also led the PlayWriting 
campers in their musical selection during the week. 
It was a super week with lots of memorable mo -
ments.

It was great fun working through the zany lyrics 
that Simon Rose and the play writers came up with 
for their song selection. We had no idea what to 
expect and the song lyrics really kept us guessing 
about the play! Everyone enjoyed being part of the 
Þnal production and it was wonderful to hear all of 
the campers singing with enthusiasm. 

During our music class, campers learned to play one 
to two songs by ear on the keyboard. Each class also 
created their own improvisation to be played with 
an instrumental sound of their choice and accompa-
nied by a drum beat. It was amazing to hear each 
class create a unique performance based on the 
same guidelines and bring their musical ideas to 
life.

We learned a little music theory too. We covered the 
basics of reading music on the staff, composed 
rhythmic patterns, listened for musical phrasing, 
and identiÞed melodic patterns. 

C A S S A
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LetÕs not forget about the singing! We played lots of 
silly singing games, including a folk song from 
West Africa that always ended in a candy trafÞc 
jam! One class acted out a very special tea party 
with a visit from 
the Queen and 
another class got 
very close as we 
learned a tangled 
dance from New 
Orleans. 

Our youngest 
campers got 
treated to won-
derful music 
activities from 
Ms. Michelle. 
She brought so 
many interesting 
pictures, books, 
action songs, and 
instruments that 
the time just ßew 
by! Some of our 
campers had 
piano experience 
already, so they 
were treated to a few extra pieces from Ms. Nancie 
and we enjoyed hearing their special performances 
at the end of the week. 

It was a treat to have many music teachers available 
to help and I want to give Michelle and Nancie a 
special thank you for their expertise during the 
week. Ms. Nadine was another music teacher who 
volunteered for the week and was a big help during 
keyboard time. We also had other helpersÑJeffery, 
Yichen, John, Leah and MarkÑwho made sure 
everything was running smoothly all week long. 

This was a special year for MDMA because all of 
our Þne arts teachers were new to camp. It was a 
pleasure to work with Jackie (dance), Allison and 
Erin (art), and Dayna (drama). I want to thank all of 
the campers for their enthusiasm, excitement and 
participation during the week. IÕm looking forward 
to making music with you again this summer!

Dr. Faina Bryanskaya 
at Piano Camps and 
Piano Pedagogy
Dr. Bryanskaya is an internationally acclaimed 
pedagogue who has been called ÒTeacher of Teach-
ers.Ó In the former Soviet Union, she was founder 
and methodological advisor of the Advanced Train -
ing for Teachers of Music Schools, Colleges, and 
Conservatories, as well as Professor of Piano Peda-
gogy!at the Leningrad (now St. Petersburg) Conser-
vatory and faculty at Mussorgsky Music College. ! 
She has also served as faculty at Westminster Choir 
College in Princeton, NJ and conducted coaching/

teaching demonstrations and interactive sessions at 
World Piano Pedagogy Conferences. 

Dr. Bryanskaya teaches at the Longy School of Mu-
sic located in Harvard Square in 
Cambridge, Massachusetts. The 
Longy School of Music is one of the 
four independent degree-granting 
music schools in the Boston region 
along with the New England Con -
servatory, Berklee College of Music, 
and Boston Conservatory.

Dr. Bryanskaya has a master of arts 
with honors and a doctorate from St. 
Petersburg State Conservatory. She 
studied with Natan Perelman. She 
lectures, and presents workshops 
and master classes in Russia, Israel, 
Germany, Poland, The Netherlands 
and at the Music Teachers National 
Association in the U.S. She has per-
formed solo and duo performance in 
Russia, at the Silesia International 
Music and Wellness Festival in Po-
land, at the Smith Center for the Arts 
at Providence College, and live on 
WGBH Boston radio and on St. Pe-

tersburg TV, Russia.

Jazz Connection 
Derek Stoll 
Director and CASSA Advisor

The Þrst summer of operation Jazz Connection as a 
CASSA program was very successful! The former 
University of Calgary Summer Jazz program has 
transitioned nicely into an independent workshop. 
Through CASSA, we were able to reach a much 
broader spectrum of musicians who are interested in 
pursuing musical creativity through the jazz combo 
format!

As the program continues to expand, there will be 
more combos, more instructors and, hopefully, more 
performances. Jazz Connection is open to players of 
any instrument, not just the traditional jazz instru -
ments. We were lucky enough to have a few singers 
enroll for the workshop last summer!

Participants learn about form, harmony, style and 
most importantly, improvisation. !Styles range from 
swing through Latin and funk, and whatever other 
forms are of interest to the players! As composition 
is a closely related skill, participants are also en-
couraged to bring in their own compositions, or to 
create new ones during the workshop.

We are lucky to once again have use of the facilities 
at Bishop Carroll High School, just off Crowchild 
Trail in the southwest.

The dates for next summer are August 9 - 13, 2010. 
Please contact us for more information, and keep in 
mind, this is for all instrumentsÑtell your friends!

Improv Camp 
Simon Rose 
Improv Camp and PlayWriting Camp Director

In 2009, Improv Camp combined inspiration, imagi -
nation and invention, with elements of both writing 
and dramatic performance. In a fun-Þlled week, 
crammed with creativity and excitement, children 
conceived their very own unique and highly indi -
vidual characters, then wrote effective and engaging 
dialogue for their creations. 

A series of short!and highly original !skits were per-
formed throughout the week, using a variety of 
props and other dramatic devices, in several differ -
ent genres, all with an unexpected twist as camp 
participants connected the lives and personalities of 
all their characters together. ! All children ! devel-
oped!a sense of!mutual cooperation, !partnership as 
a result of their collaborative efforts throughout the 
week, some even returning for PlayWriting Camp 
two weeks later. Improv Camp is a very welcome 
addition to our summer schedule and promises to 
be just as exciting and action packed in!2010.

Piano Pedagogy Work-
shop 
Rob Whitworth
Editor, CASSA Advisor & Web Master

We welcomed Paul Sheftel and Dr. Sara Sheftel for 
two days of humour and learning. 

Dr. Sara Sheftel discussed strategies for disarming 
students' blocks to learning and cooperation. She 
noted that, with some exceptions, most students 
tend at one time 
or another to 
run into difÞ -
culties with 
practisingÑnot 
p r a c t i s i n g 
enough, not 
correctly, per-
haps not follow -
ing the teacher's 
recommenda-
tions. There can 
be other issues 
such as not 
coming or leav-
ing on time, or 
acting in oppo -
sitional, deÞant, 
or uncoopera-
tive ways. By 
using a round-
table style group discussion, she engaged our expe-
riences, and presented non-confrontational solutions 
to the situations presented by participants.

She presented a second session talking about those 
times when music teachers Þnd themselves in the 
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DonÕt Miss These Items!
CASS-Amici string camps will be offered for 
one week only this summer. Space is limited; 
be sure to sign up early. 

We have a new camp, Choral & Collaborative 
Music Making Camp. See the PresidentÕs arti-
cle for details. 

The Early Bird registration deadline for most 
camps is May 15th. Keep this in mind as you 
plan your summer.

Dr. Bryanskaya and Joseph Fridman will pre-
sent the annual CASS recital and are the two 
clinicians for the two Piano Camps and Piano 
Pedagogy Workshop.

The premiere of You Suck!!! A VampireÕs 
Tale of Conformity , script and lyrics by Ken 
Morgan and Darren Dyck, and music by Derek 
Stoll, is on July 14, 2010.



position of having to act as a therapist or as a conÞ-
dante. This workshop, again in a round-table style, 
showed how a teacher may use feelings to play a 
therapeutic and supportive role in these situations. 
!She used several examples from her own experi-
ence that illustrated ways of dealing with students 
who come to lessons with issues that prevent them 
from being productive.

Paul Sheftel was highly convincing when he pre -
sented illustrative lessons about using ÒtechnologyÓ 
in teaching. !  His idea of ÒtechnologyÓ includes 
anything (not always electronic) that you can use to 
enhance your teaching. In today's world, technol -
ogy is an ever-present and changing force. Al-
though we know that nothing is as effective as our 
own talents and skills in teaching, there are beneÞts 
in keeping abreast of interesting developments in 
our Þeld. There is a cost to adding technology but if 
it is successful, you have added value to your teach-
ing. You can consequently raise your rates. ($1 per 
month will raise 
enough to pay for 
the technology 
over time.)

There are some 
issues that need to 
be resolved. The 
Þrst is dealing 
with technology. 
His solution is to 
get others who are 
knowledgeable to 
deal with these 
issues. ! Students 
are often excellent 
sources of infor-
mation about in -
troducing and using technology, whether it be 
computers or video cameras or stand-alone se-
quencersÑtechnologies he believes are signiÞcant 
and valuable tools for enhancing the learning proc -
ess.

Time management is a concern. Lesson time is too 
short but we know that lessons are always too short 
and you have to Þt technology in. Technology must, 
however, have pedagogical validity. Using an elec-
tronic keyboard, for example, allows you to work 
with an external sound source and itÕs a powerful 
motivational tool. There are advantages to using an 
electronic piano. ItÕs playable anytime, usable as a 
second piano and has midi functions (necessary for 
connecting other electronic devices to it) although a 
midi controller keyboard is otherwise available for 
about $50-$60. He stated that one disadvantage of 
electronic keyboards are that the built-in violin 
sounds tend to be squeaky. For those whose prefer-
ence is to teach using acoustic pianos, he agreed 
that an electronic piano is not an acoustic piano but 
felt that a high-end electronic piano is superior to a 
low-end acoustic piano.

Mr. Sheftel recommends recording (using a com-
puter and microphone) all or parts of student les -

sons on CD. Disks are inexpensive and allow stu-
dents at home to play along with demonstrations or 
accompaniment provided by the teachers. One can 
add practise directions and steps. He uses a web 
page to help his students and families with addi -
tional information and posts videos on his own web 
page for them. He recommends using PowerPointª 
or Keynoteª to present ideas to students, especially 
to combine images with music to convey the sense 
of the music being performed. By combining im -
ages, he Þnds presentation software to be very use-
ful in showing form (e.g. sonata form) to students 
(which was the overall theme of his second presen-
tation).

One of Mr. SheftelÕs major topics included the use of 
distance learning, whereby a teacher and a student 
in different locations can continue to have lessons. 
Illness, students moving away, teachers being tem-
porarily away from their studios, the ability to share 
ideas between lessonsÑthese are all reasons to try 

distance learning. Skype or iChat are two 
common methods available for connect-
ing visually and with audio. Mr. Sheftel 
recommends using Skype. He uses one 
camera on his face and a second camera 
on his hands and toggles between the 
two. There are two examples of distance 
education posted on the CASSA Piano 
Pedagogy web page.

Mr. Sheftel offered software at no 
charge to teachers who were at the 
workshop and would like to hear back 
from anyone who has been using the 
software. Teachers can download the 
software from the TimeWarp software 
site (www.timewarptech.com/ 

Pages/Educators/TWSS_Educators.html). 
and you can drop Mr. Sheftel a note by going to 
www.paul sheftel.com and following the links.

Behind the Scenes
When I started to work for CASSA last year, I did 
not anticipate myself being as involved as I am. The 
preparation work required to run the ten summer 
camps was beyond my imagination. 

In the past year, my role has been to help Linda in 
whatever capacity that is necessary. It has been a 
very busy learning experience: learning to work 
with a new computer system, learning the account -
ing program, learning to do casino reports for the 
government, and discovering all the details in -
volved in the ins and outs of running the camp pro -
grams. IÕve attended AGLC seminars on how to run 
casinos and IÕve learned to make applications for 
approved use of proceeds from casino, to do regis-
tration, to update the database, and to deal with 
bookkeeping details. Sometimes those details were 
overwhelming and I am very blessed that the for -
mer CASSA administrator, Sheryl King-Reimer, was 
available to answer my questions. The CASSA 
treasurer, Diane Bertram, was very willing to help 

and taught me what to do, and Linda, who is al -
ways patient, has been there to tell me what is in-
volved, what to do next, and when things are due. 

Even though CASSA loses money with each camp 
(the registration fee for each camp only covers about 
30% of the actual costs), the administration team 
and the instructors are rewarded with all of the 
positive feedback from the campers. I was in awe of 
the performance of the musical When in RomeÉ, and 
of the many performances at the end of each camp. 
The accomplishments of campers and observing the 
fun that they have, makes all the work worthwhile. 
Although at times it is stressful, I think I had as 
much fun as the campersÑand I survived!

Priscilla King
Executive Administrator

I served as violinist for ten years in a Symphony 
Orchestra in Mexico City. I have been teaching 
violin for 12 years, the last one in Calgary. I also 
hold a bachelorÕs degree in administration. I am 
very excited to be part of CASSAÕs team. I am re-
sponsible for CASSAÕs advertising. I look forward to 
meeting all of you in the summer. I like to travel, 
and in my spare time I like to read, draw and go to 
the movies. 

Roberta Romero-Lopez 
Communications Coordinator

Student Notes
Dear CASSA,

One of the reasons we liked your camp is because all of 
the teachers have many different styles of teaching. We 
like that because everyone comes out with different, great 
techniques.

We also enjoyed the recital at the end because everyone 
gets to show off what they learnt. Solos, orchestras, 
chamber groups, they all are fun to play and show your 
parents & family what you did that week.

We really enjoyed your camp and we canÕt wait to do it 
again next year!

Lauren and Natalie Marshall

Dear CASSA,

It was a treat for me to be able to attend the CASSA 
Piano Pedagogy Workshop featuring guest teachers Paul 
and Sara Sheftel from New York City. Their obvious love 
and respect for all types of people and for each other spoke 
volumes as they shared experiences, insights, thoughts 
and ideas with the Þfty or so teachers in attendance. The 
focus was on understanding and motivating our individ-
ual piano students, but much was learned about our-
selves and each other as well, I feel, especially in the won-
derful Òsharing circleÓ times with Dr. Sara Sheftel facili-
tating and insightful comments from Paul. At various 
times we all sat in a large circle, sharing concerns and 
ideas and learning from SaraÕs psychoanalytic perspective 
and experiences. She was a violin student at Juilliard, 
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where she met her husband, Paul, so knows the music 
scene intimately. Their generous characters and depth of 
understanding made the whole workshop very Òmeaty,Ó 
substantial and encouraging for me.

With thanks, 
Nadine Harshenin

Dear CASSA,

I had a great time at Piano Camp and I am hoping I can 
go again in 2010. The experience there was great; it 
allowed me to learn more about piano and at the same 
time, I had lots of fun. This is a kind of camp where you 
can learn during the summer and have fun at the same 
time.

Susan Gao

Dear CASSA,

PlayWriting camp is a lot of fun!  I have been at this 
camp for two summers and I have enjoyed making new 
friends and learning about writing.  Simon makes the 
camp really fun and he is hilarious.  I enjoy sharing ideas 
and brainstorming with the group while we write the 
script.  Learning our lines and practising our parts is a 
blast.  Writing and performing a play in a short time is 
challenging, but a great learning experience.  I enjoy 
writing stories and this camp was a great chance to learn 
about writing from an author.  I love acting and getting 
to practise and perform in front of an audience was a 
great experience.  I would deÞnitely go back because of all 
the laughs!

Kelsey Taylor

 Quotes from 2010 
Programs
CASS-Amici String Camp

Natalie: (What I liked best was) Òchamber music because 
it had my fave music and it was fun.Ó

Valerie: ÒÞddle class! I love Þddling.Ó

Anonymous: ÒI liked technique class because it was more 
advanced than my level so I have learned a lot. I would 
describe the string camp as inspiring because it makes 
you want to be better.Ó

Introduction To The Violin

Julia: ÒIt was fun. I learned a lot.Ó

Parent: ÒIt inspired her to continue violin lessons in the 
fall, as she was undecided up till nowÑgreat opportu-
nity to play with an accompanist. She feels good about 
herself & her accomplishments as she has never played 
with a group before.Ó

Adult Piano Camp

Anonymous: ÒThe pacing was excellent. It was a great 
balance between lecture time, master class time and 

practise timeÑintense, but in a good way. For 2-1/2 days 
all the cares of the world are put aside. The Adult Piano 
Camp gives me more conÞdence.Ó 

Ruth: ÒJoseph Fridman is a treasure! Inspiring and 
meaningful!!!! Came away energized to try new reper-
toire. Nice to meet other adults who love playing & learn-
ing. I think CASSA is a wonderful example of profession-
alism & vision.Ó

Rosemary: ÒInspiring! It is great to hear the best of the 
best. It was great to expand my horizons.Ó

Sherry: ÒIt is for me like a person coming out of a desert 
and Þnding an oasis. I canÕt get enough.Ó

Piano Pedagogy Workshop

Wendy: ÒYou all do such a great job of organizing thisÉI 
look forward to next year.Ó

Joan: ÒI am so impressed with CASSA.Ó

Piano Camp

Carmela: ÒI feel much more conÞdent in myself! I did a 
lot of things I didnÕt think I could!!Ó

Celina: ÒI feel renewed, and kind of depressed that itÕs 
over.Ó

Grant: ÒI realized what I can do in a short period of time 
if I put my mind to it.Ó

PlayWriting Camp

Noa: ÒI liked the acting, Simon (and) the way he talked 
about his books.Ó

Amelia: ÒI liked it because I am able to meet friends. 
Awesome because its awesome.Ó

Music, Drama, Movement & Art Camp

Anonymous: (The best thing about camp was) Òthe kids. 
LOVE it!Ó

Naomi: ÒMy daughter loves it because you made her 
happy, (with) different activities every day.Ó

Tristan: ÒI enjoyed having my son experience the various 
ÒartsÓ each dayÉ providing my child with various art 
forms each day gives him the opportunity to Þnd his 
ÔnicheÕ.Ó

Marcotte: ÒThe teachers were wonderful. (They) really 
know their craft. (MDMA is) imaginative and helps them 
foster imagination.Ó

Musical Theatre Showtime

Aiden: (What I liked best)Òbeing able to work on dance, 
acting, sing and the set. Also being able to put on a play.Ó

Allison: Ò(People were) very open to suggestions, and I 
never ever felt stressed.

The Picardie Third 
Rob Whitworth 
Editor, CASSA Advisor & Web Master

In case you missed the news, the Early Bird dates 
for program registration are now May 15 th and June 
15th, two weeks sooner than previous years. I en-
courage you to get your registration done early 
because there is a worthwhile reduction in fees for 
Early Bird registrants.

We have been building an online registration and 
payment method for our campers in 2010. If every-
thing goes well, it will be ready for you to use by the 
time this newsletter arrives at your home. Go to the 
website and choose the registration tab.

Em musikalischer spassÉ

A pianist, sick of all the pianist jokes, decides to 
change his instrument. After some thought, he de-
cides on the accordion. So he goes to the music store 
and says to the owner, "I'd like to look at the accor-
dions, please." 

The owner gestures to a shelf in the corner and says 
"All our accordions are over there." 

After browsing, the pianist says, "I think I'd like the 
big red one in the corner." 

The store owner looks at him and says, "You're a 
pianist, aren't you?" 

The pianist, crestfallen, says, "How did you know?" 

The store owner says, "That `big red accordion' is 
the heating radiator."

Board of Directors
Linda Kundert-Stoll " President & Artistic 
" Director
Janice Dahlberg" Vice President, Secretary & 
" Assistant Artistic Director
Diane Bertram" Treasurer
Dorothea Johanson" Special Projects Director
Tara Aldred-Gundesen "Advisor 
Kathy Milani " Advisor
Susan Savage" Advisor
Derek Stoll" Advisor
Rob Whitworth " Advisor

Public Relations
Contact Linda Kundert-Stoll by email at 
cassa1@telus.net or by Canada Post at the 
address below. If you wish to be removed from 
our mailing list, please contact us by email or 
call 403.271.0418.

Calgary Arts Summer School Association
228 Parkside Way SE, Calgary, AB T2J 3Z4 

Contents of the newsletter and web site © CASSA 2010 
unless otherwise indicated.

Web site: www.calgaryartssummer.com
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In Appreciation
We gratefully acknowledge the support and sponsorship of these 

enlightened community-minded individuals and companies.
Gala Donors ($50,000 and up)

Donations are welcome

 Bravo Donors ($25,000 to $49,000)
¥ St. John's Music (gift in kindÑpianos 

and keyboards)

Celebration Donors ($10,000 to $24,999)

¥ Government of Alberta Community 

Spirit Program

Festival Donors ($5,000 to $9,999)

¥ Alberta Music Education Foundation

¥ Irene Besse Keyboards (gift in kindÑ

Steinway Hall) 

¥ Rozsa Foundation

Production Donors ($2,500 to $4,999)

¥ St. VladimirÕs Cultural Centre (gift in 

kindÑuse of facility)

Concert Donors ($1,000 to $2,499)

¥ Alberta Registered Music TeachersÕ 

Association

¥ Bishop Carroll High School

¥ First Calgary Savings & Credit Union

¥ Harry & Martha Cohen Foundation

¥ Murray Seminuk Piano Service (gift in 

kindÑpiano tuning)

¥ Lee & Steve Sinclair+ (in part, gift in 

kindÑAmici Spring Celebration)

¥ VCommerce Piano Moving, Delivery & 

Storage (gift in kindÑpiano moving)

Revue Donors ($750 to $999)

¥ Anonymous (in memory of Mr. N.W. 

Gentles)

¥ Michelle A. Rico Professional 

Corporation

¥ ThatÕs Entertainment (gift in kindÑDVD 

production)

Drama Donors ($500 to $749)

¥ 1331305 Alberta Ltd.

¥ The Bell Family Foundation

¥ Edelweiss Imports Ltd. (gift in kindÑ 

reception food & gift baskets)

¥ Aidan & Kumudini Hollis+ (in part)

¥ Priscilla King

¥ Tony Young+ (gift in kindÑAmici Spring 

Celebration)

Recital Donors ($250 to $499)

¥ Alberta Registered Music TeachersÕ 

AssociationÑCalgary Branch

¥ Honens+ (gift in kindÑAmici Spring 

Celebration)

¥ Margaret Lane+ (gift in kindÑAmici 

Spring Celebration)

¥ Lily Quartet+ (gift in kindÑAmici 

Spring Celebration)

¥ Theresa & Jeff Plotnick+ (in part, gift in 

kindÑAmici Spring Celebration)

¥ Rideau Music (gift in kind)

¥ Maureen & Rhon Rose+ (in part, gift in 

kindÑAmici Spring Celebration)

¥ John Thompson & Janice Waite+ (in part, 

gift in kindÑAmici Spring Celebration)

¥ Marg & Dean Traboulsi+ (in part, gift in 

kindÑAmici auction)

¥ The Legacy ChildrenÕs Foundation

Matinee Donors ($100 to $240)

¥ Aeolian Strings+ (gift in kindÑAmici 

Spring Celebration)

¥ LaDona Ahenda

¥ Allegra & Ben Plotnick+ (gift in kindÑ

Amici Spring Celebration)

¥ John Braganza Professional Corp+

¥ Fiona Carnie+ (in part, gift in kindÑ

Amici Spring Celebration)

¥ Jean Carnie+ (in part, gift in kindÑ

Amici Spring Celebration)

¥ Elaine & Allen Case+

¥ Calgary ProMusica Society+ (gift in 

kindÑAmici auction)

¥ Central Memorial High School

¥ Calgary Philharmonic Orchestra+ (gift in 

kindÑAmici Spring Celebration)

¥ Eileen Craig***

¥ Janice & Eric Dahlberg+

¥ Anne Davidson+

¥ Lynne Empey+

¥ Al Gough+ (gift in kindÑAmici Spring 

Celebration)

¥ Vicki & George Hamilton+

¥ Karen Hyde+

¥ Julie Jacques

¥ Shahani & Gaya Kariyawasam+

¥ Lisa Kiernan

¥ Nancy Laing & Duane Martin+

¥ Elspeth & Denis Leahy+

¥ Carolyn Moore

¥ Sharon Omura & Dan Morrison+

¥ Mary & Mark Moss+

¥ Andrea & Michael Poon+

¥ ProArts Society

¥ Theresa & Jan Rajchel+

¥ Nancie Redekop

¥ Mary Ross+

¥ Paul Rossman+

¥ Mary Rozsa de Coquet+

¥ Donna Staddon*

¥ Aynsley Stelfox+

¥ Jamie & Laurie Syer+

¥ Keiko Takahashi+ (in part, gift in kindÑ

Amici Spring Celebration)

¥ V.A. Hill Fine Strings+ (gift in kindÑ

Amici Spring Celebration)

¥ Laurie Whitley & John Evans+

¥ Kathleen & David Wodelet+

¥ Po Yeh+ (gift in kindÑAmici Spring 

Celebration)

¥ Lily Y. K. Yung (in part **)

Dress Rehearsal Donors ($10 to $99)

¥ Alberta Keys (gift in kindÑdoor prizes)

¥ Rhona-Mae Arca

¥ Melodie Archer

¥ Nolana Baillargeon+

¥ Gerhard Barnard

¥ Robert Baxter

¥ Celeste Bernakevitch

¥ Michele Cherry-Delisle

¥ Calgary Zoo+ (gift in kindÑAmici auc -

tion)

¥ Chan Ho Cho

¥ Chinook Studio of Music+ (gift in kindÑ

Amici auction)

¥ Classics Plus (gift in kindÑdoor prizes)

¥ Alison Crabb

¥ Phyllis DÕAguiar

¥ Lucie Davidson+

¥ Maureen Gordanier

¥ James Elton+

¥ Judith Grossman+

¥ John A. Haston+

¥ Donna Holoboff

¥ Dan Hu

¥ Gerald Irwin+

¥ Lucie & Damien Jones

¥ Larry Kanters

¥ Sunnye Kay

¥ Nelya Kreyner

¥ Linda Kundert-Stoll+

¥ Sheila Laing+

¥ Mark Lennon+

¥ Joni Millar+

¥ Paul Phillips

¥ Kate Price

¥ Sean Allan Marchetto

¥ Carol Marusiak

¥ Raghdaa Najjar

¥ Marie-Louise Nelissen

¥ Hannelore van Noord

¥ Tiffany Nysetvold

¥ Patrick OÕBrien

¥ Alicia Romero (gift in kindÑdoor prizes)

¥ Mi Jung Seo

¥ Tracey Shaw

¥ Ilo Torgerson+

¥ Astrid Tupper

¥ Diane Valentine+

¥ Mary Wiseman+

¥ Lukas Wellens

+ Amici String Program Donations

Donations were given in support of the 

Amici String Program and CASSA through 

the Amici Spring Celebration held in May 

2009.

* Marissa Staddon Memorial 

Scholarship Fund

Marissa Staddon Memorial Scholarship 

Fund, through the Calgary Arts Summer 

School Association (CASSA), will award a 

$100 cash prize to the most outstanding 

Piano Camp student each year. 

** Irina Ginzburg Memorial Fund

Irina Ginzburg was an enthusiastic sup -

porter of CASSAÕs summer programs. She 

was Þrst a volunteer at Piano Camp, then 

joined the teaching staff and became an 

active member of the CASSA Board of 

Directors. In her honour, a scholarship will 

be awarded to the most improved Piano 

Camp student(s) each year. 

***Eileen Craig Scholarships 

Established in 2009, two scholarships ($50 

each) are awarded to Piano Camp partici-

pants who are in school grades seven to ten 

only. Recipients should display a caring 

attitude towards fellow students and fac -

ulty, and hard work must be demonstrated 

before and during camp.

DONATIONS are most welcome; charitable 
receipts are available. Make cheques pay-
able to CASSA and give your donation to a 
Board Member or send it to CASSA. You 
may also make donations on our web site:
www.calgaryartssummer.com
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Thank you

¥ CASSA Board Members, Donors, 
Volunteers, Teachers and Assistants

¥ St. JohnÕs MusicÑLyle Bennett, Blaine 
McLaren & staff

¥ VCommerce Piano Moving, Delivery & 
StorageÑVesselin Vassilev, Dimitar 
Rangelov, Alex Minev

¥ MurrayÕs Piano ServicesÑMurray 
SeminukÑpiano tuning

¥ Irene Besse KeyboardsÑIrene Besse 
and staff

¥ Government of AlbertaÑCommunity 
Spirit ProgramÑHon. Lindsay 
Blackett, Min. of Culture

¥ Rozsa FoundationÑMary Rozsa de 
Coquet, Karen Rice, Cheryl McCarthy, 
Alexis Berezan

¥ Harry & Martha Cohen FoundationÑ
Cheryl Cohen

¥ First Calgary SavingsÑJohn Dundas, 
Michelle Webb

¥ Bell Family FoundationÑDr. Laura Bell
¥ St. VladimirÕs Cultural CentreÑ

Lawrence Yuzda, President; Michele 
Faryna, Dan Zukiwsky, Bohdan Paliy

¥ Central Memorial High SchoolÑJeff 
Turner, Principal; Ken Chee, Assistant 
Principal; Ellen Safadi & ofÞce staff; 
Mike Ostvander, Head Custodian and 
support staff

¥ Bishop Carroll High SchoolÑDaniel 
Danis, Principal; Cam Wong, Head 
Custodian

¥ Alberta Registered Music TeachersÕ 
Association (ARMTA)ÑJoan Milton, 
President; Dorothea Johanson, Past 
President; ARMTA Board Members; 
Melodie Archer, Calgary Branch Presi-
dent; Rhona-Mae Arca, Calgary 
Branch Past President; Priscilla King, 
Calgary Branch Treasurer; Alicia 
Romero, Tempo and Impromptu 
Editor; Barbara Robertson, email

¥ Alberta Music Education Foundation 
(AMEF)ÑJanette Underwood, Presi -
dent; Teresa Allred, Past President; 
Noah Borin, Administrator; Sheryl Krill, 
Interim Executive Director

¥ Alberta Piano TeachersÕ Association 
(APTA)ÑPenny Carleton, President; 
Joan Ritchie, Past President; Dawn 
Naumann, Newsletter Editor; Jennifer 
Latta, Assistant Newsletter Editor; 
Joan Blench, Membership Convenor

¥ Music Theory NetworkÑPo Yeh, 
President

¥ Amici String ProgramÑFiona Carnie & 
Theresa Plotnick, Co-Directors; 
Elspeth Leahy, Treasurer 

¥ Lake Bonavista Village, Trinity Lodge, 
Scenic Acres Retirement Residence, 
Garrison Green Seniors Com-
munityÑhosting CASSA student per -
formances, monetary gifts

¥ Senior Residence performersÑQuinn 
Gomez, Lyndsey & Erica Gundesen, 
Marie Eve Leclerc, Kathleen & Krista 
Milani, Darcy & Georgeanne van 
Helden

¥ Rideau MusicÑLynden Gill and staff
¥ City Course Food Services & Cater-

ingÑFelix and Vicki Reydler and staff
¥ Edelweiss ImportsÑStan and Mari -

anne KundertÑreceptions and 
baskets

¥ Business Edge Coaching Inc.ÑCheryl 
Dyck

¥ Minuteman PressÑGraeme 
ConnellÑprinting

¥ Tiramisuphotography.comÑAllan 
PowellÑphotography

¥ Shangarry Bed & BreakfastÑJose -
phine Davy-SeetalÑaccommodation

¥ Hughes House Bed & BreakfastÑ
accommodation

¥ ThatÕs EntertainmentÑManfred 
HueskenÑDVD production

¥ ProArts Society performanceÑAlison 
Crabb, Sharon Fast, Judy Heninger

¥ Sheryl King-ReimerÑformer CASSA 
Senior Administrator

¥ Jay-Arnel Arca, Rhona-Mae Arca, 
Margaret BrentnallÑformer 
administrative team members

¥ Ken MorganÑmeetings with 2009 
artists

¥ Kathy MilaniÑphotography release 
form

¥ Derek StollÑtechnical, transport and 
administrative assistance

¥ Tara Alldred-Gundesen, Lyndsay Gun-
desen, Rhiisa GundesenÑCASSA 
T-shirt design

¥ Dorothea JohansonÑTechnical 
research, Senior Resident Recitals, 
video

¥ Richard & Heather Scholz and 
familyÑmusic stands, camp set up 
and movies

¥ Keiko TakahashiÑmusic production
¥ Families of CASS-Amici partici -

pantsÑregistration, lunch supervision, 
performance set up, tear down

¥ Shelley FooÑAdult Piano Camp, 
Improv Camp and Piano Pedagogy 
Workshop volunteer

¥ Sarah MooreÑMusical Theatre 
Showtime volunteer

¥ Leah Schmidt,!John Wang,!Mark 
Taylor, Nadine Harshenin, and!Yichen 
WuÑMDMA/PW volunteers and 
Grant-in-Aid recipients

¥ Adult Piano Camp string 
performersÑOsmund Chiu, Elizabeth 
Munson, and Elizabet Rajchel

¥ Gus van HeldenÑPiano Camp 
photography

¥ Carl and Sherry JohnsonÑPiano 
Camp volunteers

¥ Tuscany Productions Ltd.ÑCamp 
photography, web page design, news -
letter design, technical consultation


